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· Blenheim Palace offers a great day out for Groups in 2012 
Steeped in inspirational history and surrounded by beautiful parkland and Formal Gardens, Blenheim Palace has long been a favourite choice for groups enjoying visits to the magnificent ancestral home of the Dukes of Marlborough and birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. There is plenty more for groups to discover in 2012 with the launch of three brand new Themed Tours. Groups will be able to discover how the Palace has been used as a location for many exciting feature films and documentaries, or learn what life was like at Blenheim Palace during WWI, or gain insight into the great military heroes of Blenheim Palace.  

Fans of Downton Abbey will love the fascinating visitor experience “Blenheim Palace the Untold Story” where Grace Ridley, ladies maid to the 1st Duchess of Marlborough, reveals what life was like at the Palace over the past 300 years, through the eyes of the servants.

There are superb special events in store including an exhibition of paintings by 20th century artist John Piper, from 11th February – 9th April. From 4th June – 17th September groups will be able to view a remarkable garden installation of 200 ceramic delphiniums specially created for Blenheim Palace by fine ceramic artist, Paul Cummins, situated around the Formal Gardens. There are special celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee from 2nd – 5th June. The Palace will be decorated for Christmas from 10th November – 14th December, including Living Crafts for Christmas from 16th – 18th November.
There will be new, improved catering services available in 2012 with special groups menus and packages including Traditional Afternoon Tea options. 
From the awe-inspiring scale of the Palace to its surrounding ‘Capability’ Brown Park and award-winning Formal Gardens, groups will find whatever time of year they visit, there is always something new and delightful to discover.

Themed Tours: New in 2012 
‘Lights, Camera, Action: Blenheim Palace, the star of film & TV’ 
Blenheim Palace has played host to many film & TV crews over the years. The most recent large productions included Gulliver’s Travels, The Young Victoria and Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. The talk will explain what actually happens at the Palace when Hollywood descends and will also look at how TV documentaries and films are made here sometimes involving the colourful characters who work at Blenheim Palace. 

 ‘A Palace at War: How Blenheim Palace fought the First World War’ 
The First World War was a time of immense change and sacrifice and this talk will show how the people who lived and worked at Blenheim Palace played their part to the full. 

 ‘The Military Marlboroughs’ 
This talk concentrates on the famous hero of the Battle of Blenheim, John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough, and his victories during the War of the Spanish Succession. 

Themes continued:

Odd Men and Necessary Women – Servants of a Great Palace 

Creating an Architectural Masterpiece – The People Who Built Blenheim Palace 

Behind the Scenes at Blenheim Palace 

Winston Spencer Churchill and Blenheim Palace 

A Palace at War – Evacuees and Espionage 

The Ladies of Blenheim Palace 

The Gentlemen of Blenheim Palace 

A Walk in the Past – The Park and Gardens at Blenheim Palace

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

· For information on booking procedures and prices please contact the Groups Coordinator on 01993 811091 to book or email cpenry@blenheimpalace.com 

· For information about group menus please call 01993 813 874 or email sales@blenheimhospitality.com
General Admission prices 2012: 

	Palace, Park & Gardens Ticket
(valid for free Annual Pass)
	Individuals

11 Feb – 14 Dec

2012
	Groups

Main Season 

11 – 19 Feb

31 March – 4 Nov
	Groups

Low Season 

20 Feb – 30 Mar

7 Nov – 14 Dec

	Adult
	£20.00
	£13.20
	£11.00

	Concessions
	£15.50
	£11.40
	£9.80

	Child
	£11.00
	£7.10
	£6.40

	Family
	£52.00
	n/a
	n/a


	Park & Gardens only
	Individuals

11 Feb – 14 Dec

2012
	Groups

Main Season 

11 – 19 Feb

31 March – 4 Nov
	Groups

Low Season 

20 Feb – 30 Mar

7 Nov – 14 Dec

	Adult
	£11.50
	£7.40
	£5.80

	Concessions
	£8.50
	£6.00
	£4.60

	Child
	£6.00
	£3.50
	£2.20

	Family
	£30.00
	n/a
	n/a


Themed Tours prices 2012 (includes Palace entry)

	
	Individuals
	Groups

High/Low Season
	Friends members and Annual Pass holders

	Adult
	£25.00
	£18.20/ £16.00
	£5.00

	Conc.
	£20.50
	£16.40/ £14.80
	£5.00

	Child
	£16.00
	£12.10 / £11.40
	£5.00


Opening Times:

	Season
	Description

	Overall Dates 2012
	· Saturday 11 February to Friday 14 December 

· Saturday 11 February to Sunday 4 November open daily

· Wednesday 7 November to Friday 14 December  open Wednesday to Sunday inclusive.

	Opening Hours
	· Palace & Gardens open daily from 10:30 am to 5:30 pm (last admission 4.45pm) with areas to be vacated by 6:30 pm (Main Season)
· Park open daily from 9:00 am to 4:45 pm (last admission), except Christmas Day


For further information about Blenheim Palace please call the 24 hour information line on 0800 849 6500 or visit the website at www.blenheimpalace.com  for media information contact: Hannah Payne at Blenheim Palace Telephone: +44 (0) 1993 810524 Email: marketing@blenheimpalace.com 
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