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· BLENHEIM PALACE SPECIAL EVENTS 2012
SPRING

11th February 
Blenheim Palace opens for the new season.

11th Feb – 9thApril
John Piper at Blenheim Palace

A special exhibition of work by the 20th century British artist, John Piper (1903 – 1992) featuring his paintings of Blenheim Palace.  Eleven original watercolours from the Palace's collection will be seen together for the first time, including seven which are not usually on display to the general public, commissioned by the 11th Duke of Marlborough for the Private Apartments.
 

John Piper was fascinated by many great buildings and the architecture of England. Famed for his breadth and versatility, the artist produced oils, watercolours, book- illustrations, ceramics, textiles, prints, and perhaps most famously, stained glass, including the great Baptistery window at Coventry Cathedral. While works in diverse media will be represented in the exhibition, the main focus will be on Blenheim Palace and the splendid watercolours painted in the last decade of John Piper's life. PPG
19th February
Wedding Fair at Blenheim Palace

The Blenheim Palace Wedding Fair will provide a cornucopia of the regions finest wedding suppliers, showcased together within the stunning setting of the Palace. Free entry by prior registration call 01993 813874 or email sales@blenheimhospitality.com 
Easter Weekend
6th – 7th April
The Great Blenheim Palace Easter Egg Challenge

Join in the family fun with the annual Easter Egg Challenge at Blenheim Palace.  Follow the trails of clues around the beautiful Pleasure Gardens; will they be in the Marlborough Maze, Butterfly House or the ‘Blenheim Bygones’ Exhibition?  Complete the hunt and you will receive a prize.  P&G

8th- 9th April
Peppa Pig and George characters as well as The Piplings from TV show, Waybuloo
Lovable characters Peppa Pig and George, from the BAFTA award-winning TV series, will be coming to Blenheim Palace to meet families at the Pleasure Gardens this Easter Sunday and Monday.  Also join in the fun with interactive Yogo sessions by Piplings Yojojo and Lau Lau on Sunday and Nok Tok and De Li on Monday.
5th – 7th May

May Bank Holiday
 Blenheim Palace Jousting Tournament featuring “The Knights of Royal England”


Gallant Knights and their mighty steeds will meet at Blenheim Palace to battle for glory in a spectacular jousting tournament.  The weekend will be packed with action and entertainment including falconry displays and knights tilting and battling on foot with the mighty mace. P&G
2nd – 5th June
Jubilee Bank Holiday Weekend at Blenheim Palace
Enjoy Diamond Jubilee celebrations including Children’s Characters on 3rd, Bunbury’s Celebrity Cricket Match and ‘Afternoon Tea’ on 4th, and Massed Brass Bands on 5th. PG
4th June – Sept 17th
Paul Cummins Ceramic Flowers – a Gardens Installation 


A remarkable installation of 200 ceramic delphiniums specially created for Blenheim Palace by fine ceramic artist, Paul Cummins. The flowers will be on display at three outdoor locations at Blenheim Palace, by the entrance to the Secret Garden, and by the Temple of Diana. Cummins is a fine ceramic artist, known for his distinctive landscape installations and traditional pancheons which feature exuberant flower glazes. P&G
9th – 10th June

The GE Blenheim Triathlon

The setting of Blenheim Palace is the most scenic triathlon with a safe environment as all roads are closed. So come along and watch sports men and women taking part in the second largest triathlon in the UK.

The Palace will be open for visits and tours throughout the day. Visit www.theblenheimtriathlon.com 


NB Please note that activity takes place within the Great Court and therefore admission procedures could be affected. P&G

13th - 23rd June

The Oxford School of Drama
(excluding 17th June)

presents: Summer Shakespeare.
Separate admission applies. Visit www.blenheimpalace.com to purchase tickets.

9th July
‘London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay Route’ at Blenheim Palace.
14th July
Battle Proms Evening Picnic Concert

The ever-popular Battle Proms at Blenheim Palace is the ultimate   summer event, with something for everyone: a stunning setting, rousing classical favourites, breathtaking spitfire fly-over, bold cavalry and infantrymen, and of course the thunderous cannons and fireworks!

Visit www.battleproms.com Separate admission prices apply.
15th July
Mini & VW Show 

The show is a gathering of clubs and private enthusiasts as well as trade stands and jumble stands, where the public can purchase VW/Mini parts and accessories as well as having the chance to see many customized and cherished motors on display. P&G
21st July – 31st August
Summer Holiday Entertainment 


Living History Interpretation - costumed entertainment. PPG + P&G
3rd – 5th August 
Blenheim Palace Jousting Tournament featuring “The Knights of Royal England”

Brave knights meet on the South Lawn and visitors can enjoy their exploits along with activities including archery and falconry displays.  P&G

18th - 19th August
Bike Blenheim Palace – A Festival of Cycling

Blenheim Palace opens its grounds for a unique cycling festival with something for everyone to enjoy including the Brompton World Championship, 20k Time Trial, 60/100mile Sportives, Pink Ribbonride and Family Rides. For entry prices visit www.bikeblenheimpalace.com  P&G
26th – 27th August

The 7th Oxfordshire Classic Vehicle Show (Sun & Mon) August Bank Holiday (Mon) Supercar Picnic & Bike Display 


This is a spectacular gathering of classic cars from vintage through to kit and custom cars on Sunday and Monday.  On the Monday a Supercar Picnic and Bike Display.  This is a great way to spend a bank holiday for all classic car and bike enthusiasts. P&G
6th – 9th September
Fidelity Blenheim Palace International Horse Trials

The Fidelity Blenheim Palace International Horse Trials is one of the world’s premier three-star three-day events.  Cross Country is on two days and set in the magnificent grounds of Blenheim Palace. The horse trials offer a fabulous opportunity to see some of the world’s finest riders and their horses compete against one another in a truly spectacular venue. The Palace, Park and Gardens are open as usual. Separate admission applies. Visit www.blenheim-horse.co.uk
12th – 16th September
The Independent Woodstock Literary Festival

A diverse mix of literary talks and events set in Woodstock and Blenheim Palace. www.woodstockliteraryfestival.com 

Separate admission applies

23rd September
MGB Car 50th Anniversary Rally

In excess of 1000 MGB’s will gather at Blenheim Palace in order to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of this iconic marquee. Visit www.mgb50.com P&G
7th October
BHF Blenheim Palace Half Marathon


There is something for everyone at the BHF Blenheim Palace Half Marathon. In addition to the half marathon, the event is a running festival including a 10km Run, Corporate Challenge & Relay, and 2km Family Fun Run. Get fit and save lives by raising vital funds to beat heart disease. For more information and to register visit www.bhf.org.uk/blenheim. P&G 
27th Oct – 4th Nov
Halloween Costumes Entertainment

Family Entertainment at the Palace, Park and Gardens this October Half Term. PPG + P&G
10th Nov – 14th Dec
Christmas at Blenheim Palace

A truly magical time at Blenheim Palace when Christmas trees sparkle in the Great Court and sumptuous decorations adorn the State Rooms. Festive entertainment takes place at weekends. PPG + P&G
16th – 18th November
“Living Crafts for Christmas”


Celebrating the best of British crafts, there is no better place to stock up on presents and stocking fillers. Find unusual gifts from amongst a stunning range of the highest quality work created by around ninety of the country’s top craftspeople. P&G Advanced tickets available.
15th December

Blenheim Palace and Formal Gardens closed for the winter. Park remains open daily (except Christmas Day).
All events listed are provisional bookings.  The details of these events may change. Please check prior to your visit.

PPG: Palace, Park and Gardens ticket required to access event

P&G: Park & Gardens ticket required to access event

PPG + P&G: Denotes activity inside the Palace as well as the Park & Gardens. 

· Blenheim Palace is a member of the Treasure Houses of England, 10 of the most magnificent palace, stately homes and castles in England. Visit www.treasurehouses.co.uk 

· Blenheim Palace is a member of the Green Tourism Business Scheme.  

For further information about Blenheim Palace, opening times and admission prices please call 0800 8496500 (free 24 hour recorded information) or visit www.blenheimpalace.com 

For media information contact: Hannah Payne at Blenheim Palace  

Telephone: +44 (0) 1993 811091. Email: hpayne@blenheimpalace.com
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