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 We hope you have enjoyed your visit to  

 

Blenheim Park and Gardens.  
 

 If you do a drawing or a project on your visit then 

do send  it in to the Education Office.  

 

His Grace, the Duke of Marlborough is always 

pleased to see such work. 

 

xxxyyy 

 

Contact us at:- 

The Education Office 

Blenheim Palace 

Woodstock 

Oxfordshire 

OX20 1PX 

 

 Tel:  01993 810535 

 email: education@blenheimpalace.com 

 

www.blenheimpalace.com 

 

xxxyyy 

 

        

 

 

  

THE  
 

WATER TERRACES 

GARDEN DETECTIVES 
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UPPER WATER TERRACE 

The Water Terraces were built about 100 years ago by the 9th Duke  who 

held the title from 1892 to 1934. He was the grandfather of the present 

Duke and employed the services of landscape gardener/designer, Achille 

Duchene to help him create these marvellous gardens. 

 

Enter the Water Terraces by walking up the 8 steps beside the Palace 

Bookshop.  Walk down beside the fountains and stand in the middle of 

the gravelled area at the back of the Upper Terrace facing the Palace.  

 

1. Listen carefully 

a). What can you hear?  _________________________  

 

b) Count the fountains - how many are there? ____________  

 

c) Count the stone balls that decorate the fountain area. 

   

How many are there? _________________ 

N.B. if this is too high a number, count in 

groups of 4. 

 

2. Count the ladies (statues) looking at the foun-

tains?  How many are there? 

______________ 

  

Point to the one who is completely ôarmlessõ.   

 

3. Look at the windows of the Palace. Find a partner and make the 

shapes of the windows.  Use the balls for shapes too. 

 

     

Window Shapes 
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THE ANSWERS 

 

1b. Five - although not all of them may be switched on. 

1c. Sixteen. 

2. Four 

4. They are winged and also have a womanõs face.  It is the face of Gladys 

 Deacon, the second wife of the 9th Duke. 

 

5a. The hedges have to be trimmed regularly to keep their shapes.   

 They could be said to resemble many things - lots of scoops of minty ice 

 cream  perhaps? 

 

xxxyyy 

 

HORIZONTAL  AND VERTICAL 

 

1. Suggested answer:- the pools of water where the fountains are, the low, 

 clipped hedges, the paved area outside the café  etc. 

 

2. Suggested answer:- tall hedges, statues. 

 

SYMMETRY 

 

1. Sphynxes, pools, benches, steps etc. 

 

xxxyyy 

LOWER TERRACE 

 

1. Eagle 

2a. Six 

2b. Five 

3. Fifteen in the five water fountains. 

4a. A lion and a horse on the Bernini fountain in the centre of one of the 

 pools. 

4b. The lion is drinking water from the pool, the horse is lying down. 

6. Golden balls, ducal coronets, towers, balustrade. 

6a. To show that the first Duke was a very important soldier. 

6b. They are made of stone - not gold! 

7a. Six 

7b. Wreaths or garlands 
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Stand so that you can see both of the golden spheres on the Palace roof at 

the same time. 

6b.  Why do you think the spheres are golden? 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

6c.  What do you think they are made of? 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Can you see the angels/fairies on the tall pillars? 

 

a) How many are there? 

 

_______________________ 

 

b) What are they holding? 

 

_______________________ 
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4. Turn around and look down onto the 

lower terrace ð there are 2 lions guarding the 

entrance by the 2 pools ð whatõs strange about 

them?  

 

 

5. Look down at the hedges in front of you.   

a) What shape are the hedges? ð do they just 

grow like that?  _________  

 

b) Do you have hedges at home in your garden? 

__________ 

 

c) Give 3 describing words to explain what 

shapes the hedges are.  

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

HORIZONTAL    ----   AND VERTICAL  |  

1. Find 2 things that are horizontal. 

 

 ________________________________________________  

  

2. Find 2 things that are vertical. 

 

 ________________________________________________  

 

SYMMETRY 

If the Lower Terrace had a line down the middle, would each half be the 

same as the other?  They  are - this means they are symmetrical!  

 

Find 2 things on each side that are the same ð mirror image. 

 

___________________________________________________ 
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LOWER TERRACE 

 

Carefully walk down the steps to the Lower Terrace. 
 
1. What bird is about to fly off from the bottom of the steps?   

 

 ______________________________________________  

 

2. There are some very strong ladies and 

gentleman holding up the Upper Water 

Terrace?   

a) How many are there?  

 

________________________ 

 

b) How many fountains do they have to 

drink from?  

 

________________________ 

 

3. How many shells can you find down here?  

 ________________________________________________  

 

4. Look in the middle  of the 2 pools on the lower terrace.  

What animals can you see?   

 

 ________________________________________________  
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What are the animals doing?   

 ________________________________________________  

 

 

5.There are 2 little toddlers (cherubs) standing near 

the steps.   

 

Can you pretend to be one of them and stand like 

he/she is standing?   

 

Do you think they are saying anything?   

 

_________________ 

 

Stand in the middle of the Lower Water Terrace and look back up at the 

Palace.   

 

6.What fancy things decorate the roof of the Palace? 

 

___________________ 

 

___________________ 

 

___________________ 


