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Start the trail at Flagstaff Gates  
1] Flagstaff Gates  
How many lions can you find on the gates?  
  ______________________________________  
 
When the Duke is here his standard (flag) flies above 
this entrance arch. The gates were put on show at the 
Great Exhibition of 1851. 
 
 
Walk away from the gates up the tree lined avenue towards the 
cross roads.  
 
2] Hensington Avenue of trees  
a) How many different types of tree can you see in this avenue?  
 
  ______________________________________  
 
This avenue of trees was planted in 1977 and the first tree was planted 
by the Prince of Wales in December 1976. 
b) How old are these trees?  
 
  ______________________________________  
 
At the cross roads turn left and walk on towards Woodstock and 
stop half way look at the Grand Bridge across the Lake.  

 PLEASE  REMEMBER TO WATCH OUT FOR TRAFFIC WHEN 
 WALKING  ON ALL  ROADS 
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ANSWERS 

1. 13 

2. a) 2 types of trees - lime trees and plane trees. 

b) Over 30 years old. 

3. 1723 

4. 30 metres 

5. £7200 

6. a) Free 

b) Not always available 

7. Chinese 

8. a) Stone, brick, concrete, wood, glass etc. 

b) There were no cars when the house was built. 

c) The Maiseys 

d) Game Keeper 

9. Beams in houses and furniture 

10. Nelsonôs Column in London 

11. Over 280 years old. 

12. Smooth and regular shape of the embankments leading down to 

the lake. 
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3] The Grand Bridge  
What do you estimate is the width of the main arch?  
 
a) 10 metres ______    b) 30 metres _______    c)100 metres ______ 
 
This bridge was designed by the Palace architect, Sir John Vanbrugh 
and was built 1709-23.  Sarah, First Duchess, disliked the bridge. She 
thought it was far too grand and was a waste of money. 
 
4] The Triumphal Arch (Woodstock Gate)  
What is the date shown on the Arch?  _________  

 
The date the gate was built is shown in the writing on the top in Roman 
numbers: MDCCXXIII. 
M = 1,000,  D = 500,   C = 100,   X = 10,   I = 1. 
 
Sarah, the First Duchess of Marlborough, had this arch built after the 
First Dukeôs death in 1722 to remind people of her husbandôs great  
victory at the Battle of Blenheim 1704. 
 
Now turn left and walk down the hill and keep going until you reach 
a bridge. Stand on the bridge and look at the Park wall on your right. 
This wall is 14.5km long and was built for the first Duchess 1727 -
1729. This is a dry stone wall.  
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5] The Park Wall as seen from Seven 
Arches Bridge  
Today the stone itself and skill of the 
stone masons are very expensive.  
 
To buy the stone to repair one 
square metre of wall now costs 
£32.00. It costs £40.00 for  the stone-
masonôs work per square metre. 
How much does 100  
metres cost?  
 
  ______________________________________  
 
6] The green tree post fence on the left.  
 

Look at the narrow channel of water 
coming out below. There is a water 
wheel (no longer used) in the building 
through the big green gates in the wall on 
the right.  
 
This is the water escaping from the nar-
row channel where it turned the wheel. If 
there has been a lot of rain then the    
water comes out of here very fast     

showing how much power there was. A water wheel was first used here 
in the Middle Ages. 
 
a) Give an advantage of using water 
and wind power.  
 
  _____________________________  
 
  _____________________________  
  
 
b) Give a disadvantage of using water 
and wind power.  
 
  ______________________________________________________  
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12 The Palace Gates  
 
From the Palace Gates look back a the Lake. 
 
 This landscape was created by Capability Brown between the years 
1764-74 for the 4

th
 Duke. Before him people had wanted gardens to be 

regular ï in straight lines, like the trees down the entrance drive.  
Capability Brown made the scene look natural. 
 
 
Can you find any evidence that suggests this is a man made      
landscape?  
 
  ___________________________________________________  
 
  ___________________________________________________  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


